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Governor Announces $3.3 Billion in Exports for 2009

March 4, 2010, Juneau, Alaska - Governor Sean Parnell today announced 
Alaska exports totaled $3.3 billion in 2009, the fi fth best year for trade 
in the state’s history. 

“Given that Alaskans were competing during a worldwide economic 
downturn last year, this is a great result,” said Governor Parnell. 
“We know Alaska is on the right track: Each quarter in 2009 saw an 
improvement over the previous quarter.” 

First-quarter exports in 2009 were down nearly 30 percent from the fi rst 
quarter of 2008. But at the end of 2009, fourth-quarter exports were up 
12.3 percent from a year earlier.  

“Alaskans work hard every day to harvest our resources and produce 
our exports,” Governor Parnell said. “I’m emphasizing improvements 
in education, workforce development and transportation infrastructure, 
and that should prepare us to compete and succeed in international 
opportunities in the future.” 

Overall, Alaska’s 2009 exports were 8.1 percent lower than in 2008. 
Nationally, exports declined 17.9 percent. Forty-six other states posted 
greater decreases in export value than Alaska.

Alaska’s exports of minerals, precious metals and forest products 
increased, while seafood and energy exports declined.
 
Alaska’s zinc and lead ore exports in 2009 rose to $784.7 million, an 
increase of 33.5 percent over 2008. Red Dog Mine, in northwest Alaska, 
is the world’s largest zinc mine and accounts for more than three-fourths 
of all U.S. zinc and lead ore exports.   In 2009, Alaska’s ore exports 
went to Korea, Canada, Spain, Japan, China, Italy, Finland, Belgium, 
Australia and Germany. 

Precious metals exports, primarily gold, grew 6 percent to $152.6 
million, with $146.4 million of gold shipped to Switzerland and $5.1 
million of gold to Canada.



Pacifi c Rim countries traditionally have been key markets for Alaska’s energy 
exports. Coal exports rose 42.8 percent to $33.1 million. Alaska’s exports of 
liquefi ed natural gas, which has been shipped to Japan on a regular basis for 
more than 40 years, was $256.7 million.   

Refi ned petroleum product exports were $38.4 million, down more than 
70 percent as the result of the international economic crisis. International 
cargo airlines operating in Anchorage reduced Asia-North America fl ights in 
2009, so less jet fuel was produced in Alaska in response to this decreased 
demand. That led to a corresponding reduction in refi ned petroleum 
production for export.

Alaska’s 2009 export of forest products grew 5.5 percent to $87.8 million. 
The Chinese market moved into the top spot, followed by Japan, Korea, 
Canada and Taiwan.
  
Alaska’s seafood exports were $1.6 billion in 2009, down 9.8 percent. Japan 
has long been the state’s largest seafood export market, followed by China, 
Korea, Germany, the Netherlands and Canada. Markets in Asia accounted 
for nearly three-quarters of Alaska’s seafood exports, while exports to the 
European Union accounted for 18.8 percent. The Alaska Seafood Marketing 
Institute has marketing representatives based in Japan, China and the 
European Union – all markets that have imported signifi cantly more of the 
state’s seafood in the past decade.  

“The quality of Alaska’s seafood is the best in the world,” Governor Parnell 
said. “I congratulate everyone in the seafood industry for their well-earned 
success. Alaskans are savvy seafood exporters -- whether they’re improving 
processing technology, creating a new product, or educating consumers 
about our state’s constitutionally mandated sustainability.”  

The source of the Alaska export numbers is the U.S. Census Bureau. The 
numbers do not include Alaska resources transported to and warehoused 
in other U.S. states before export. For more information, contact trade 
specialist Patricia Eckert at (907) 269-7450.
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Alaska’s Top Export Partners
U.S. Dollars % Change

Rank 2007 2008 2009 2009/2008
1 Japan $882,596,623 $1,050,953,772 $980,881,408 -6.67
2 China $715,666,333 $733,090,679 $586,229,677 -20.03
3 Korean Republic $702,932,842 $366,054,171 $458,064,467 25.14
4 Canada $547,616,765 $370,305,183 $318,389,057 -14.02
5 Switzerland $132,355,813 $148,232,334 $150,377,092 1.45
6 Spain $143,317,377 $30,391,266 $138,436,858 355.52
7 Germany $202,178,610 $208,060,215 $126,276,425 -39.31
8 Netherlands $113,854,843 $104,616,417 $87,859,478 -16.02
9 Singapore $12,700,329 $17,598,104 $73,894,586 319.9
10 Italy $25,722,846 $2,682,597 $45,654,700 1,601.88
11 France $41,522,401 $44,025,692 $30,762,061 -30.13
12 Belgium $48,987,626 $36,363,941 $26,802,975 -26.29
13 Finland $65,953,116 $25,326,048 $26,562,135 4.88
14 Hong Kong $9,136,282 $10,624,728 $21,500,294 102.36
15 Australia $1,513,403 $4,029,972 $20,617,414 411.6
16 Th ailand $36,159,324 $21,943,812 $17,619,379 -19.71
17 Portugal $53,293,341 $58,552,527 $17,379,293 -70.32
18 Chile $21,686,857 $9,968,549 $14,840,100 48.87
19 Norway $31,656,828 $25,150,871 $14,602,920 -41.94
20 United Kingdom $27,717,232 $21,875,093 $12,700,851 -41.94

Other $193,326,088 $251,950,778 $85,527,611
Total $4,009,894,879 $3,541,796,749 $3,254,978,781 -8.1

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau February 2009
For more information about Alaska’s exports, please contact the Governor’s Offi  ce of International Trade, Patricia.Eckert@alaska.gov

Alaska’s Total Exports
(US $ in Billions)



Alaska’s Major Exports
($ in Millions)

Alaska’s 2009 Total Exports

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau February 2009
For more information about Alaska’s exports, please contact the Governor’s Offi  ce of International Trade, Patricia.Eckert@alaska.gov

$3.3 Billion



A
si

a

E
ur

op
e

Th
 

e 
A

m
er

ic
as

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau February 2009
For more information about Alaska’s exports, please contact the Governor’s Offi  ce of International Trade, Patricia.Eckert@alaska.gov
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Alaska 2009 Exports to Japan
$981 Million

Alaska 2009 Exports to Korea
$458 Million

Alaska 2009 Exports to Switzerland
$150 Million

Alaska 2009 Exports to Canada
$318 Million

Alaska 2009 Exports to China
$586 Million

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau February 2009
For more informati on about Alaska’s exports, please contact the Governor’s Offi  ce of Internati onal Trade, Patricia.Eckert@alaska.gov

Alaska 2009 Exports to Spain
$138 Million




