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Another Ethics Complaint Filed Against the Governor  

July 20, 2009, Anchorage, Alaska – Once again, an ethics complaint has been filed and publicly released in 
violation of state law.  This is the sixth complaint filed by Ms. McLeod. In addition, she has filed a lawsuit 
against the Governor's office and multiple public records act requests.   All of her prior complaints that 
have been ruled on have been dismissed.  The Ethics Act serves important state interests in ensuring ethical 
state government and was intended to prevent the various forms of corrupt misconduct that had plagued the 
Legislature in prior years and which resulted in the prosecution of legislators and others.  It is unfortunate 
that the law has been abused and trivialized in the current manner. 

Today’s complaint, filed just six days before the Governor leaves office, alleges that Governor Palin 
violated the Alaska Executive Branch Ethics Act by failing to submit complete gift disclosure forms in a 
timely manner, and obtained “free” services.   The apparent primary goal of this complaint has been 
achieved, namely, an effort to keep the complainant’s name in the paper.  We anticipate another dismissal 
of this complaint as with the complainant’s other complaints.  This is the fourth ethics complaint filed 
against the Governor since the announcement of her resignation on July 3. In every case, the complainers 
violated the confidentiality provision of the Ethics Act in making their complaints public knowledge. 

THOMAS VAN FLEIN—Personal Attorney for Governor Palin  

 


